St. Blasius in Shanklin is a picture
book church. It sits prettily in
its site, a distinct feature of the
surrounding area with its covered
gateway leading up to a solid
building topped with bell tower.
Although the current church
underwent significant change in
Victorian times there has been a
place of Christian worship on the
site since at least the 12th century.
The history of the building and its

connections to nearby towns and
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villages, as well as to local nobility
and the Monarchy are fascinating.
It is well worth having a look

at the well kept website (heep://
st-blasius-church.org.uk/index.
html) the parish runs for a detailed
account of the history.

For much of its life the church
remained as a small chapel serving
the local village. The mid-Victorian
enthusiasm for travel along with the
development of travel by railway had
its effect on Shanklin, as elsewhere.

When it arrived in the town in 1864
with the huge increase in visitors
that followed, it meant change

and expansion for the church was
inevitable.

So St. Blasius expansion began in
1852. The investment in building
represented a significant vote of
confidence in the church’s ministry
and future by local people. Over
the next few years a baptistery
and aisles were added, the roof

raised, and an organ installed. The




